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Abstract: In September 2011, a major scandal erupted threatening the media empire
created by Australian media baron Rupert Murdoch and his family when it was revealed
that their tabloid paper News of the World had hacked into cell phones of the royal fam-
ily, celebrities, politicians and others to gain information for their papers. When it was
revealed that one of the victims was the family of Milly Dowler, a teen-aged girl who
had been kidnapped and missing, and later was found dead, there was an international
outcry. It was revealed that the Murdoch press had hacked thousands of telephones and
computers, had paid private investigators to stalk celebrities, politicians, and members of
the royal family, leading to criticisms that the Murdoch media empire had subverted jour-
nalistic ethics and bribed police and other authorities for stories. Considering the political
power wielded by the Murdoch empire it was especially scandalous that such an unethical
lot had assumed so much political power, and in the fall of 2011 there were wide-spread
criminal investigations of the Murdoch scandal, and the British parliament brought James
and Rupert Murdoch to testify in a televised hearing, along with the editor of the News
of the World, creating a global media spectacle. In this paper, | describe the Murdoch
scandal, the ethical issues involved, and the threats to democracy.
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In September 2011, a major scandal erupted threatening the media empire
created by Australian media baron Rupert Murdoch and his family when it was
revealed that their tabloid paper News of the World had hacked into cell phones
of the royal family, celebrities, politicians and others to gain information for
their press, creating a vast media spectacle that was compared to Watergate
and that threatened the existence of Murdoch’s global media empire.! Richard
Nixon’s Watergate crisis implicated the president in a series of scandals

1 See Carl Bernstein, “Murdoch’s Watergate?” Newsweek, July 11, 2011 at http://www.thedailybeast.
com/newsweek/2011/07/10/murdoch-s-watergate. html (accessed on July 12, 2011).
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that led to famous Watergate Hearings as a major media spectacle of 1973,
followed by his resignation, the first U.S. president to ever resign from office.
The cascading scandals in Rupert Murdoch’s media empire were thus referred
to in some circles as “Murdochgate” (see Note 3), a series of scandals that
might destroy his empire.

For years, there had been accusations that employees of Murdoch’s various tabloid
newspapers had hacked telephones to gain information and pay police and other
informers for news source material. In 2007, a News of the World reporter Clive
Goodman and an alleged hacker Glenn Mulcaire were sent to jail for hacking the
cell-phones of members of the Royal Family, and reports surfaced as well that
celebrities like Hugh Grant, Sienna Miller, and Jude Law were also hacked, as were
figures connected to sports, always an important domain of the spectacle. At the
time, Murdoch and his stooges claimed that the hacking was the work of a single
rogue reporter, and police and government inquiries accepted these claims.

On July 4, 2011, however, a British Guardian reporter Nick Davies, who had
been pursuing the hacking stories for years, broke with colleague Amelia Hill
the sensational revelations that Murdoch’s tabloid News of the World (NOTW)
had hacked the cellphone messages of Milly Dowler, a missing thirteen year-
old missing girl whose disappearance was a media sensation in 2002.> A
NOTW reporter had apparently hacked into Dowler’s voice-message system,
deleted messages, which gave her family and police hope that she was still
alive, and used hacked material to write stories about this missing girl. Dowler
was found murdered, and the revelation that NOTW had hacked the murdered
girl’s phone and interfered with the police investigation, while creating false
hopes that Milly for alive for her parents, created a British and global media
spectacle in summer 2011.2

The Guardian research revealed that London police had indicated that more
than 4,000 allegations of phone hacking of celebrities, politicians, the
Royals, and ordinary people had been gleaned from convicted hacker Glenn
Mulcaire’s notebook, which contained over 11,000 pages of notes. Allegations
that NOTW reporters hacked into cell-phone voice-mail systems belonging

2 Nick Davies and Amelia Hill, “Missing Milly Dowler’s voicemail was hacked by News of the World,”
Guardian, July 4, 2011 at http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2011/jul/04/milly-dowler-voicemail-
hacked-news-of-world (accessed December 2, 2011).

3 Davies and Hill’s article revealed how the Dowler family lawyer described how the Dowlers were
distressed at the revelation, stating: “It is distress heaped upon tragedy to learn that the News of
the World had no humanity at such a terrible time. The fact that they were prepared to act in such
a heinous way that could have jeopardised the police investigation and give them false hope is
despicable.” Op. cit.
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to families of UK. soldiers killed in Iraq and Afghanistan and of families of
victims of London terrorist attacks were especially explosive. Outrage grew
from day to day as additional major figures in the Murdoch media empire were
arrested, and Murdochgate became one of the major media spectacles of late
2011, with far-reaching consequences.

In the wildly successful Harry Potter films, the last of which was released just as
the Murdochgate scandal was breaking, the Daily Prophet news tabloid provided
a satire of a Murdoch tabloid, and eventually many would see Murdoch himself
as a figure for Voldemort, the evil villain whom Harry Potter was to vanquish.
In any case, Rupert Murdoch’s media empire was a major source of rightwing
power throughout the English-speaking world. Differently branded as News
International (U.K.) and News Corps (U.S.), globally, Murdoch’s media empire
was said to have a market value of around $46 billion, including some 175
newspapers throughout the world, Harper Collins publishing, 20* Century
Fox and other movie studios, and television interests in China, Italy, Australia
and elsewhere, including major cable channels and distribution systems.*

Murdoch had been at the center of the construction of global media companies
using new technologies to create cable-satellite television empires, global news
and information conglomerates, and in the U.K. alone, Murdoch media properties
comprised several leading newspapers including establishment papers The Times
and The Sunday Times, popular tabloids NOTW and The Sun, along with control
of Sky TV and major stake in BSkyB, the two largest cable-satellite franchises in
the UK. which he had merged. At the time that the hacking scandal broke out,
Murdoch had been seeking permission from the British government to purchase
majority shares in the UK. cable system BSkyB, so he could effectively control
cable television in the UK. In the U.S., Murdoch owns many newspapers, including
The New York Post and the Wall Street Journal, which he purchased in 2007 just
before the newspaper industry went into economic free-fall, losing millions in the
exchange. Murdoch also controls 20th Century Fox films in the U.S., as well as Fox
television and Fox News, two of the most popular, profitable, and, in the case of
Fox News, powerful news channels in the world.

Murdoch’s media empire contributed massively to the tabloidization of news
and information from the 1990s to the present. His Sky and Fox television

4 On the scale of Murdoch’s media empire, see Michael Wolff, The Man Who Owns the News. Inside the
Secret World of Rupert Murdoch (New York: Broadway Books, 2010. For a detailed account of the rise of
the Murdoch empire to 1992, see William Shawcross, Murdoch. New York: Simon and Schuster, 1992.

The daily unfolding of the Murdoch scandal was registered and archived on a daily blog carried out by

the Guardian; see, for example, the “Live blog” coverage at http://www.guardian.co.uk/media/blog/2011/
aug/16/phone-hacking-scandal-live (accessed August 16, 2011). The Guardian continued its intensive
coverage and blogs on the Murdoch scandal through the Fall and Winter of 2011.
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channels highlighted sensationalistic stories with glitzy presentations, large
graphics that tell people what to think, and the collapse of codes of news and
entertainment -— framed from a rightwing conservative position. Murdoch’s
newspapers as well featured giant sensational headlines, short stories with
gobs of tabloid trash and scandal, and pictures galore, including naked
women in his Brit tabs. Thus not only was Murdoch the major purveyor of an
aggressively rightwing political slant on the news, but he degraded journalism
and helped create the tabloidizations of news and information.

Indeed, it is ironic and fitting that Murdoch’s media empire would be put
in question and perhaps destroyed by the media spectacle of the Murdoch
corporation scandals since his newspapers, cable television channels, and
Internet sites have been major forces since the 1980s in the tabloidization of
news and information, highlighting scandals and wrong-doing of the rich,
famous, and the political class.” In the U.S., Murdoch’s media had brought tabloid
stories like the O.J. Simpson trial and Bill Clinton sex scandals into the center of
news and journalism in the mid-1990s, while importing codes of entertainment
into journalism and for some seriously undermining traditional standards. His
Fox News network became infamous as the voice of the extreme rightwing of
the Republican party, and in the U.K. Murdoch had the power to make and break
politicians and even to choose governments, as I discuss below. In the following
pages, I will describe the Murdoch scandal, the ethical issues involved in Murdoch
media corporation journalistic practices, and the threats to democracy residing
in its power and ability to corrupt politicians and the state.

Journalistic Ethics and the Corruption of Democracy

A popular government without popular
information or the means of acquiring it, is
but a prologue to a Farce or a Tragedy; or
perhaps both. Knowledge will forever govern
ignorance; and a people who mean to be their
own governors must arm themselves with the
power, which knowledge gives.

James Madison

A democratic social order, as was conceived in Western democratic revolutions
in England, the United States, France, and other countries requires a separation
of powers so that no one institution or social force dominates the society and
polity. The French philosopher Montesquieu called for emerging democratic

5 See Douglas Kellner, Media Spectacle, London and New York: Routledge, 2003.

64 G:iGIAD



Douglas Kellner / The Murdoch Media Empire, Ethics, and Democracy: Some Critical Reflections

polities to separate powers between branches of government as the English
revolution of 1688 had done. The U.S. Constitution developed after the
American revolution of 1776, in turn, separated the political system into the
Presidency, Congress, and the Judiciary so that there would be a division and
balance of powers between the major political institutions.

Yet democracy also requires an informed electorate that can participate in
political affairs. Genuine democracy consists of the sovereignty of the people
and thus government by, for, and of the people. In order for a free people to
govern themselves, they must be adequately informed and able to participate
in public debate, elections, and political activity. Freedom of the Press was
therefore guaranteed by a Bill of Rights in the American, French, and other
democratic revolutions of the 18 century order to assure that the press would
be free from domination by any political force so that it could criticize the
government and promote vigorous debate on issues of public concern, thus
enabling the public to participate in political affairs.

Consequently, the dual democratic functions of the press were to provide
a check against excessive power and to inform the people concerning the
major issues of public interest. A free press was thus vitally necessary
to maintain a democratic society and it is often claimed by champions
of democracy that freedom of the press is one of the features that defines
the superiority of democratic societies over competing social systems. This
concept of a free press was also extended to the broadcast media which were
assigned a series of democratic responsibilities in the United States by the
Federal Communications Act of 1934 and subsequent legislation and court
decisions (Kellner 1990). The democratic functions of the press and then the
broadcast media were to provide information, ideas, and debate concerning
issues of public significance in order to promote a democratic public sphere.
Broadcasting was conceived as a public utility, with the airwaves established as
part of the public domain, subject to regulation by the government to assure
that broadcasting would meet its democratic responsibilities.°

In the 1980s during the Reagan Administration in the U.S. and the Thatcher
government in the UK., much of this regulatory apparatus was dismantled
and giant corporations took over the major broadcast media, including
television. The consequences for democracy of the conservative deregulation
policies in the U.S., UK. and elsewhere for democracy show that the result
is a tremendous concentration of power in the hands of corporate groups

6 See the discussion in Douglas Kellner, Television and the Crisis of Democracy (Boulder, Col: Westview,
1990), Chapters 2 and 3.
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who now own powerful media empires which they use to promote their own
interests and agendas.” If media corporations such as the Murdoch empire
utilize their powerful instruments of communication and information to
advance their own corporate interests and those of politicians and policies
that they favor, then the media have lost their democratic functions of serving
to debate issues of socio-political interest and importance and to serve as a
critical watchdog against excessive government and corporate power and
questionable government policies and corporate actions.

In this essay, [ argue that the tremendous media power accrued by the Murdoch
media conglomerates has corrupted democracy, journalistic ethics, and
created a crisis of democracy in countries in which the Murdoch media empire
is influential. In the following analysis, I will describe how the Murdoch media
empire came to corrupt democratic societies, focusing on the role of Murdoch’s
conglomerates in the U.K. where scandals unfolded concerning computer and
telephone hacking by the Murdoch conglomerate to get stories, buying stories
from the police and other official sources, and controlling political parties and
governments through their tremendous media power.

Scandals of the Murdoch Media Empire

The press, designed for freedom’s best defence,
And learning, morals, wisdom to dispense,
Perverted, poisoned, lost to honor’s rules,

Is made the sport of knaves, to govern fools.
Philadelphia Public Ledger, 1839.

With the unfolding of the hacking scandal concerning the Murdoch press
in the UK. in July 2011, old allegations circulated widely that staff from
Murdoch’s tabloid paper News of the World bribed police officers so they

7  For how media deregulation in the 1980s undermined democracy and made the media more subservient
to megacorporations and conservative politics, see Ben Bagdikian, The Media Monopoly, 3rd ed. Boston:
Beacon Press, 1990 and Herbert Schiller, Culture, Inc. New York: Oxford University Press, 1990. In
Television and the Crisis of Democracy, op. cit., | documented the ways that television promoted the agenda
of the Reagan administration, championed George H.W. Bush in the 1988 election, and was generally
supportive of Bush Senior during the first years of his Presidency, showing corporate media bias in
the U.S. toward conservative Republican administrations who advanced the corporate interests of the
media corporations that controlled mainstream media in the U.S. In the UK, as this study documents,
the crisis of the media and democracy was due to excessive media power and political influence of the
Murdoch media empire who arguably corrupted British democracy. On the current corporate structure
and ownership of media and impact on democracy in the United States, see Robert W. McChesney The
Political Economy of Media: Enduring Issues, Emerging Dilemmas. New York: Monthly Review Press, 2008,
and Robert W. McChesney and John Nichols, The Death and Life of American Journalism: The Media
Revolution that Will Begin the World Again. Washington, D.C. Nation Books, 2010.
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could purchase illegally sources for stories, as were daily stories of other
wrongdoing. The British government soon became deeply involved in the
scandal when it was revealed that former NOTW editor Andy Coulson had
been hired by David Cameron and the ruling Conservative Party to run their
media communications unit during the 2010 general election in which the
Conservatives won, thus bringing a Murdoch Fox into the British Government
Henhouse. Coulson’s involvement in the hacking scandal had been alleged for
sometime, and when he was formally arrested for his role in the hacking and
other illegal activities in July, Cameron’s Conservative Party government was
threatened by its associations with the Murdoch gang.

Meanwhile, as the Murdoch phone hacking scandal unfolded, focus centered
on Rupert Murdoch and his son James, now Chairman and Chief Executive
of News Corporation, and the current NOTW editor Rebekah Brooks, a fiery
redhead and the youngest woman ever to edit a major U.K. periodical. In what
appeared as a desperate attempt to limit damage, James Murdoch announced
that the 168-year-old NOTW tabloid would be shut down, as advertisers were
abandoning the paper in droves and the uproar was growing. As noted above,
the Murdoch media mafia was currently involved in an effort that was being
evaluated by the British government to gain full control of BSkyB cable/
satellite system, and the Labor party insisted that the issue be debated in the
British Parliament, in the light of recent Murdoch corporation scandals.

Rupert Murdoch flew to London from a conference/vacation in Sun Valley,
Idaho, and found himself at the center of a media circus of the type which his
own press had long orchestrated. While he initially claimed he had returned
to protect Brooks, who the entire British establishment was suggesting
should resign as editor of NOTW, he was soon summoned to appear at a
hearing in Parliament, along with his son James and Rebekah Brooks. After
first hesitating, they agreed to appear, as scandals were appearing daily, as
one after another major NOTW figures, including Brooks, were arrested and
charged in the criminal inquiry.

Accusations multiplied concerning police corruption and too cozy relations
with the Murdoch empire, and Paul Stephenson, the head of London’s
Metropolitan Police Service (a.k.a. Scotland Yard) resigned as uproar mounted
over his failure to investigate alleged phone-hacking by the Murdoch media
empire and other wrongdoing after the 2007 convictions of some of Murdoch’s
employees. That under Stephenson’s leadership, one of Andy Coulson’s closest
assistants at NOTW, Neil Wallis, was hired as public relations advisor to the
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police, also put Stephenson’s judgment in question. Stephenson’s resignation
was followed by that of another high ranking Scotland Yard cop, John Yates
(a.k.a. “Yates of the Yard”), the U.K.’s counter-terrorism chief, who had worked
and socialized with Wallis, and had apparently recommended that Wallis’
daughter be given a job with the police.

It was clear that the Murdoch corporation had corrupted the British media, the
political system, and now the police and legal system, all of which had failed to
investigate and prosecute their earlier wrongdoings. Murdoch’s media were
employing the vilest methods to get stories, had corrupted politicians and the
police alike, and were Kingmakers in the British system. While Murdoch had
supported Margaret Thatcher and the conservatives in the 1980s, he personally
disliked her successor John Major and supported Labor Party candidate Tony
Blair, who enthusiastically pushed Murdoch’s interests and socialized with the
Murdoch family. Although Murdoch reportedly liked Blair’s successor Gordon
Brown, by contrast, Murdoch’s wife Wendi, son James, and other major News
Corporation figures greatly preferred David Cameron who the Murdoch papers
supported and who beat Brown and the Labor Party in the 2010 General Election.?

Thus it appeared that England was suffering a legitimation crisis at the
time of the Murdoch media scandal and the English Riots of 2011, which
I discuss in my forthcoming The Time of the Spectacle. In the U.S. in the
1960s, the United States was said to have suffered a “legitimation crisis”
during the era of the Vietnam war, during which there was also heavy-
handed police repression to deal with anti-war protestors, upheavals in
ghettoes and poorer areas, growing divisions between rich and poor, and
the scandals of the Nixon administration, resulting in Richard Nixon’s
resignation in the Watergate affair.® The British government was now in
full-scale legitimation crisis mode as the Cameron government was soiled
by its tawdry association with the Murdoch media empire, and had indeed
carried out a rightwing agenda that cut social programs, education, and
programs for youth, and a deficit-spending cuts agenda that benefitted

8 See Wolff, The Man Who Owns the News, op. cit. Wolff alleges that perhaps a deal was made that for his
support the Cameron government would hire Murdoch insider Andy Coulson as the Conservative’s
media advisor; Cameron did so giving the Murdoch Empire tremendous power at the heart of the
government, but embarrassing Cameron and the Conservatives when it was revealed that Coulson
was a major figure in the NOTW hacking scandals.

9 The term “legitimation crisis” was introduced by Jurgen Habermas in his book Legitimation Crisis
(Boston: Beacon Press, 1975). Habermas distinguished on an abstract level among “legitimation
crises,” “rationality crises,” and “economic crises,” and I am suggesting that the term “legitimation
crisis” can be concretized through analysis of specific societies, such as U.S. society in the 1960s and
1970s when Habermas developed his analyses and contemporary British society.
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the rich while harming the working and middle classes —- all the while
spending lavishly on expensive wars in Afghanistan and Libya.

The televised parliamentary hearing on July 19 was a global media spectacle
of the highest order as Murdoch, his son James, and Rebekah Brooks were
grilled by a British parliamentary committee. Although Murdoch injected
near the opening that this was the “most humble day of his life,” he refused to
take responsibility for the crimes of his corporation, and his answers ranged
from doddering and vague responses, revealing his age and growing infirmity,
to belligerent denials of any responsibility. His son James would sometimes
interrupt to try to answer questions, and provided long technocratic and
sometimes evasive answers (which later would be called into question). As the
testimony was nearing its close, a British activist and comedian emerged to
attempt to hit Murdoch with a shaving foam pie, diverted by a quick response
from Murdoch’s wife Wendi, who body blocked the pie-thrower and picked
up the messy shaving-foam plate and smashed it into the comedian’s face,
producing a minor piece of theater that would probably make her immortal in
the Annals of YouTube.

Following the British parliamentary inquiry, members of the Murdoch corporation
questioned in public some of James Murdoch’s answers, who the once-heir-
apparent would now presumably be re-summoned to the British Parliament when
it returned in the fall.’® James Murdoch was especially under fire for authorizing
a million dollar payoff to a major figure in British sports who had allegedly been
hacked by NOTW, sued, and was paid a large out of court settlement that British
parliamentary questioners suggested was a bribe and hush-money. Murdoch
had also denied knowing details of a brief put out by a law firm Harbottle and
Lewis working for News Corps, which James Murdoch claimed confirmed that
the hacking was limited to one rogue reporter, whereas other executives in News
Corporation had claimed that Murdoch Jr. was familiar with details of the hacking
brief and other company emails discussing wide-spread hacking problems in the
company; moreovet, the law firm Harbottle and Lewis claimed that the Murdoch’s
misrepresented their work for the corporation.'*

10 Indeed, James Murdoch would be re-summoned to testify. See Amelia Hill, “Phone hacking: James
Murdoch faces second grilling by MPs.” Guardian, September 6, 2011 at http://www.guardian.co.uk/
media/2011/sep/06/phone-hacking-james-murdoch-parliament (accessed on September 20, 2011).

11 The charges that Murdoch company former employees questioned James Murdoch’s parliamentary
testimony, and that the law firm Harbottle and Lewis questioned both Murdochs’ testimony, was extensively
discussed in The Guardian from August 10-16 and on BBG; it was summarized in Sarah Lyall, Ravi Somaiya,
and Alan Cowell “Top Tabloid Editors Endorsed Hacking, Letter Says.” New York Times, August 16, 2011 at
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/08/17/world/europe/17hacking html?_r=1 (accessed August 17,2011).

{:iGIAD 69



Turkish Journal of Business Ethics

Meanwhile, there were announcements that the FBI and Justice Department were
opening inquiries into possible illegal activities of Murdoch’s media corporation in
the United States, and rumors circulated concerning the possible hacking of U.S.
9/11 families and dirty business deals done in the U.S. by Murdoch businesses.
Indeed, by August 2011 there were reports that Murdoch employees had also
engaged in computer hacking and even had a drone at their disposal in the U.S.,
allegedly capable to taking pictures and hacking into telephone frequencies,
that possibly violated U.S. navigation laws (the latter was reported on Keith
Olbermann’s August 3, 2011 Countdown TV show).

The UK. government has promised a commission of inquiry into activities of
Murdoch’s media empire and other media industries that may have employed
similar criminal tactics. U.S. Congressmen called for investigations into whether
Murdoch’s U.S. connections had engaged in similar tactics and whether Murdoch’s
corporations have broken other laws, since his media empire is rooted in the U.S.,
and Murdoch has obtained U.S. citizenship, making his businesses vulnerable to
investigation through the U.S. Foreign Corrupt Practices Act.

On August 1, London police arrested the former managing editor of NOTW,
Stuart Kuttner, on suspicion of conspiring to hack cellphones and pay
police officers, the eleventh of Murdoch’s close associates to be arrested in
the scandal. Kuttner allegedly personally authorized cash expenses until his
retirement two years ago in his role as managing editor, said multiple current
and former company employees, who, like most people interviewed spoke on
the condition of anonymity because of the continuing police investigations
and to avoid jeopardizing their ties with the company. Mr. Kuttner did not
respond to requests for comment.

A person familiar with the company’s internal investigation said the regular
infusions of cash, usually also authorized by newsroom editors as well as Mr.
Kuttner, contributed to the newsroom’s “wild West” atmosphere. The funds
were used as advances on expenses and also to pay sources for articles, said
the former journalists. So far a search by the company of the cash records has
found more than $200,000 in payments to police officers from The News of
the World, according to two people with knowledge of the documents.*

Members of Murdoch’s media organizations were thus involved in complex
cases of bribing police for information, hacking computers and cell-phones,

12 See Jo Becker and Ravi Somaiya, “Latest Arrest Highlights a Tabloid’s Cash Payments,” New York
Times, August 3, 2011 at http://www.nytimes.com/2011/08/03/world/europe/03hacking.html?_
r=1&pagewanted=print (accessed August 17, 2011).
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and corrupting government and police. In Murdochgate, we thus see media
spectacle turn on one of its own major producers with unpredictable results,
as through the Fall and Winter of 2011 allegations continued to emerge
concerning knowledge of systematic wrong-doing throughout the Murdoch
media empire. Individuals within the Murdoch corporation questioned
the parliamentary testimony that James Murdoch gave, and on August
16, 2011, Clive Goodman, the only NOTW reporter to actually go to jail,
published a letter claiming that knowledge of hacking was wide-spread in
the organization and discussed frequently at editorial meetings until editor
Andy Coulson warned against public discussion of such illegal activity,
creating another media uproar and calls for new British parliamentary
hearings.”® And on August 23, it was revealed that Coulson continued
receiving large payments from the Murdoch corporation after he went to
work for David Cameron, as part of the Tory media team, creating more
scandals for the reigning British government.™

James Murdoch was called back to testify again before a British parliamentary
committee on November 10, 2011 when two major figures in the British
Murdoch media conglomerate News International contested his earlier
testimony indicating that he was unaware of widespread hacking at Murdoch
companies. Murdoch again denied knowledge of criminal activity at the
family company, but British Parliament member Tom Watson argued that
James Murdoch and his staff were “all bound together by secrecy,” and called
Murdoch “the first Mafia boss in history not to know he is running a criminal
enterprise” to which Murdoch replied, “Mr. Watson, that’s inappropriate.”

A special government body, the Leveson commission, began hearings some
days later on British press ethics beginning November 14, and planned to call
scores of individuals who claimed to have been hacked and abused in multiple
ways by the British press, promising sensational revelations into Murdoch

13 See Sarah Lyall, “Letter Counters Hacking Avowals From News Corp.,” New York Times, August 17,
2011 at http://www.nytimes.com/2011/08/17/world/europe/17hacking. html?partner=rss&emc=rss
&pagewanted=print (accessed August 17, 2011).

14 See Dan Sabbagh, “Andy Coulson’s payout: a problem for the Tories? News International’s severance
payments to the former communications director raises several questions”, Guardian, August 23,
2011 at http://www.guardian.co.uk/media/2011/aug/23/andy-coulson-payments-news-international
(accessed August 25, 2011). It was later revealed that NOTW editor Rebekah Brooks had received a
1.7 million pound payoff after she was forced to resign when the scandal erupted, she was arrested,
and forced to testify to the British Parliament. Daniel Boffey, “Murdoch gave loyal lieutenant Rebekah
Brooks £1.7m pay-off, car and office. News International chairman may face questions in Commons
over generous severance deal despite phone-hacking scandal,” Guardian, November 5, 2011 at http://
www.guardian.co.uk/media/2011/nov/05/murdoch-phone-hacking-rebekah-brooks (accessed on
November 22, 2011).
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and other media scandals for months to come and hopefully serious debates
over ethics and journalism. Held at the Royal Courts of Justice in London and
preceded over by high court judge Sir Brian Leveson, the Commission opened
by calling the Dowling family. The Dowlings recounted the painful story of
how the hacking into their missing teenage daughter Milly’s telephone, and
the deleting messages so the Murdoch’s tabloid NOTW newspaper could
access new ones when her voice-mail was full, provided false hopes that their
daughter was still alive, hopes crushed when her murdered body was found.

The Leveson Commission continued with movie stars and celebrities Hugh
Grant and Steve Coogan, who recounted harassment by tabloid media and
anger at having their phones hacked and conversations reported in the
Murdoch media, followed by sports figures and other celebrities who had
similar stories. In the weeks to come, the Dowler’s lawyer Mark Lewis,
who was representing other victims of phone hacking as well, reported
his consternation at finding out his phone was hacked, as were other
journalists, celebrities, and another ordinary family, the McCann’s, who
recounted their tormenting by tabloid media when their three-year old
daughter went missing during a trip to Portugal. Actress Sienna Miller
told of her distress when confidential details of her private life were
published in the tabloid media, and she blamed those around her for
leaking to the media, when in fact, as she learned later, the Murdoch and
other tabloid media had systematically hacked her phones. Harry Potter
author J.K. Rowling reported systematic harassment by the media over
the years which constantly invaded her privacy, even to the extent that
notes from the media to facilitate interviews were put in her daughter’s
backpack! Formula One boss Max Mosley, the McCann family, Hugh Grant
and others recounted the pain of reading outright lies about them in the
tabloid media, and their inability to get the tabloids to retract the story, or
to get the public media regulatory body that Press Complaints Commission
(PCC) to respond to their complaints. The Leveson Commission was
scheduled to continue hearings in the weeks to come so no doubt other
shocking revelations would be revealed.
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Preliminary Conclusions and Concluding Comments

Sir, your newspapers for two decades have
engaged in the degradation of the proper
feelings of our people. What is vile they offer
to gloating eyes, what is vindictive they
applaud. You have done more harm to this
country than any of its external enemies,

Martin Boyd, Lucinda Brayford™

By November 2011, the number of hacking victims in the Murdoch media
empire scandal had been expanded to over 5,800, of which 638 had been
contacted by the police.'® These numbers suggest that Scotland Yard’s phone-
hacking investigation, Operation Weeting, running since January 2011, and
staffed by 45 full-time detectives, is only at a beginning stage and will be active
for months, perhaps years to come. This investigation is accompanied by the
Levenson commission that has been holding hearings on unethical behavior
by the Murdoch media empire and other members of the UK. press that is
already underway. While official investigations of the Murdoch media scandal
and ethical journalistic violation by the British press are only beginning to
unfold at the time that I am concluding this study in December 2011, it is
still possible to draw preliminary conclusions concerning crises in democracy,
ethics and journalism unfolding by the Murdoch media empire scandals.

The extent of hacking of public and private citizens by the Murdoch media
empire is truly shocking, as is their bribing police and other authorities for
stories, and telling falsehoods about British citizens. Clearly, the Murdoch
media empire is one of the most unethical media corporations in history,
and their shocking violations of journalistic ethics are currently under
investigation. But the failure in the U.K. of the Press Complaints Commission
(PCO), which is supposed to regulate the media and respond to complaints
by citizens of mistreatment by the media, suggests that stricter regulatory
legislation is necessary in the U.K. and other countries where the Murdoch

15 When asked to comment on Rupert Murdoch and journalism in 1991, Sir James Darling, who had
been Murdoch’s headmaster at Geelong Grammar in Australia and helped get him into Oxford,
quoted from the novel Lucinda Brayford to express his negative sentiments, quotation that I
reproduce as epigram for my tentative conclusions; the Darling quote from the novel is cited in
Shawcross, Murdoch, op. cit. p. 58.

16 Lisa O’Carroll, “Phone hacking: police have told fewer than one in eight potential victims. Some 638
of 5,800 possible victims have been contacted by Met, highlighting how far the investigation has still
to run,” Guardian, November 9, 2011 at http://www.guardian.co.uk/media/2011/nov/09/phone-
hacking-police-potential-victims (accessed on December 3, 2011).
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media have been running amok to provide regulatory bodies and laws to safe-
guard the public from media abuse.

Yet it is perhaps the vulgarization and tabloidization of the media that
is among Murdoch’s most noxious legacies, a sentiment expressed in the
quotation from the novel and used by Murdoch’s school tutor to express his
sentiments about Murdoch as a journalist quoted as the epigram for this
section. From his beginnings as a newspaper publisher in Australia in the
1950s through his acquiring of media properties in the UK., the U.S. and
throughout the world, including newspapers, broadcasting, and new media,
Murdoch has engaged in the lowest common-denominator and sensationalist
tabloid journalism, subverting established journalistic standards, ethics, and
traditions. Of course, the Murdoch media empire subversion of journalistic
news-gathering standards now has Murdoch and his family and minions
involved in serious criminal investigations, so the courts and future publics
will ultimately provide the most serious critique of Murdoch’s journalistic
practices over the past decades.

In addition, and perhaps most worrisome, is the excessive political power accrued
by the Murdoch media empire which has intensified crises of democracy in
the UK. and other areas of the world where the Murdoch media have unduly
influenced politics. Earlier in this study, I indicated that a robust democracy
requires separation of powers between arenas of government and the media.
In many countries, excessive state control of media have made democracy
impossible or severely undermined it, while in the U.S. I have argued that
corporate media who have been biased in favor of conservative political parties
like the Republicans who advance their corporate agenda have undermined U.S.
democracy."” Yet the Rupert Murdoch media empire provides a singular example
of how excessive control of media across the spectrum of press, broadcasting,
and new media have given the Murdoch empire excessive media power and the
ability to corrupt journalism, governments, and intensify crises of democracy.
The current investigations into the scandals of the Murdoch media empire may
well curtail the power of its corporations in specific countries and globally, and
the future of democracy in the UK. and other sites of Murdoch power may be
decided in the current investigations of Murdoch media scandals now on-going.
Hence, the current investigations concerning crimes and journalistic wrong-doing
of the Murdoch media empire will have momentous consequences for the future
of media and democracy in our time.

17 See Kellner, Television and the Crisis of Democracy, op. cit.
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Murdoch Medya imparatorlugu, Etik ve
Demokrasi: Bazi Elestirel Diistuinceler*

Douglas Kellner**

Oz: 2011 Eylul ayinda medya patronu Rupert Murdoch ve ailesine ait medya imparatorlu-
gunu sarsan buyuk bir skandal patlak verdi. Rupert Murdoch’un News of the World adl
tabloit gazetesinin sansasyonel haber yaratmak icin kraliyet ailesinin, bazi tnlulerin ve
politikacilarin cep telefonlarinin iletisim trafigini takip ettigi ortaya cikti. Telefon mesajlari
dinlenenler arasinda, kacirlip daha sonra 6lt bulunan Milly Dowler adli geng kizin ailesinin
de bulundugunun ortaya c¢ikmasi uluslararasi diizeyde tepki ¢ekti. Murdoch’un, binlerce
telefon ve bilgisayari dinledigi ve izledigi, Gnluleri, politikacilari ve kraliyet ailesinin tyelerini
takip etmesi icin 6zel dedektifler tuttugu duyulunca, Murdoch medya imparatorlugunun
gazetecilik ahlakindan saptigi, haber yaratmak icin polise ve diger yetkililere rusvet verdigi
elegstirileri dile getirilmeye baslandi. Murdoch’un elinde tuttugu politik gtic géz 6ntine alin-
diginda, bu derece etikten yoksun bir grup insanin bu kadar asir politik gtce sahip olmasi
belki de skandallarin en buyagutydu. 2011 sonbaharinda Murdoch skandaliyla ilgili daha genis
capli sorusturmalar yapildi ve ingiltere parlamentosu James ve Rupert Murdoch’u News of the
World'un editortyle birlikte canli yayinda sorguya ¢ekerek kuresel bir seyirlik haline donus-
tirda. Bu makalede Murdoch skandali, beraberinde getirdigi ahlaki konular ve demokrasi
icin olusturdugu tehditler tartisiimaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Rupert Murdoch, Medya imparatorlugu, Etik, Gazetecilik Ahlaki,
Demokrasi.

Eylal 2011'de, medya patronu Rupert Murdoch ve ailesine ait medya im-
paratorlugunu sarsan buyiik bir skandal patlak verdi. Rupert Murdoch’un
News of the World adli tabloit gazetesinin sansasyonel haber yaratmak i¢in
kraliyet ailesinin, bazi iinltlerin ve politikacilarin cep telefonlarinin iletisim
trafigini takip ettigi ortaya ¢ikti. Skandal neredeyse Watergate kadar biytuk
bir medya gosterisine déniistii ve Murdoch’un kiiresel medya imparatorlu-
gunun varhigini tehdit eder hale geldi.! Richard Nixon déneminin Watergate

1 Bkz. Carl Bernstein, “Murdoch’s Watergate?” Newsweek, 11 Temmuz 2011, http://www.thedailybeast.
com/newsweek/2011/07/10/murdoch-s-watergate.html (erigim tarihi 12 Temmuz 2011).

* (Ceviren: Deniz Erguvan) Bu metin yakinda cikacak olan kitabim The Time of the Spectacle’dan
dzetlenmistir. Kitabim Kuzey Afrika Arap isyanlarindan isgal hareketlerine kadar 2011 yilinda medyada
6nemli yer tutmus olaylara deginmektedir.

**Dr., felsefe alaninda profesoérdur. Graduate School of Education and Information Studies, UCLA
(University of California, Los Angeles)’da calismaktadir. § iletisim: Graduate School of Education and
Information Studies Moore Hall; Mailbox 951521 UCLA Los Angeles, CA 90095-152. § kellner@ucla.edu
§ 310-825-097
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krizi, inlt Watergate Durusmalarina yol acan bir dizi skandaldan bagkan1
sorumlu tutan bir medya gosterisine dontsmis ve ardindan 1973 yilinda
Nixon’un gérevden istifa eden ilk ABD bagkan: olmasina sebep olmustu. Bu
nedenle Rupert Murdoch’un medya imparatorlugunda art arda patlak veren
ve imparatorlugunu sallayan skandallar bazi ¢cevrelerde Murdochgate (bkz. 3
numarali dipnot) olarak anilmaya baglamigtir.

Yillar boyunca, Murdoch’un tabloit gazetelerinde ¢aliganlar, bilgi elde etmek
i¢in telefon mesajlarini dinlemekle ve haber kaynaklarina erigmek i¢in po-
lis ve diger muhbirlere tcret 6demekle suglanmigti. 2007 yilinda News of
the World muhabiri Clive Goodman ve bilgisayar korsani oldugu iddia edilen
Glenn Mulcaire, Kraliyet Ailesi tiyelerinin cep telefonu mesajlarini dinledigi
icin hapse gonderildi. Hugh Grant, Sienna Miller ve Jude Law gibi tnlilerin
yani sira her zaman medya gindeminde yer alan bazi sporcularin da telefon
mesajlarinin dinlendigi su ytztine ¢ikti. O zamanlar Murdoch ve yardakgila-
r1 telefon dinlemenin tek bir diizenbaz muhabirin isi oldugunu iddia ediyor,
polis ve hiikimet sorugturmalari bu iddialar: dogruluyordu.

Ancak 4 Temmuz 2011 tarihinde, telefon dinleme iddialarini yillarca takip
eden Ingiliz Guardian muhabiri Nick Davies, meslektasi Amelia Hill ile bir-
likte Murdoch’un tabloit gazetesi News of the Worldun (NOTW), 2002 y1-
linda ortadan kaybolan on t¢ yasindaki gen¢ kiz Milly'nin cep telefonunu
kirarak mesajlarina ulagtigini ortaya ¢ikardi.? NOTW muhabiri, Dowler'in
sesli mesaj sistemini kirarak mesajlar1 silmis, bu durum ailesini ve polisi,
kizin hala hayatta olabilecegi konusunda bos yere umutlandirmigti. Muha-
bir dinledigi mesajlar1 kiz hakkinda hikayeler yazmak i¢in kullanmigti. Daha
sonra Dowler 6li bulundu ve NOTW'nin 6ldiirilen kizin telefon mesajlarina
erigerek polis sorusturmasina miidahale ettigi, anne ve babasina Milly’nin
hayatta olduguna dair yanls izlenim verdigi ortaya ¢ikt1. Bu konu, 2011 yili-
nin yaz aylarinda hem Ingiliz hem kiiresel medyada giinlerce tartigildi.®

Guardian’in aragtirmasina gore, Londra polisi, korsan muhabir Glenn
Mulcaire’in 11.000 sayfalik notlarindan, aralarinda tnliler, politikacilar,
Kraliyet Ailesi ve siradan insanlarin bulundugu 4.000’den fazla kisinin tele-
fon mesajlarinin dinlendigini ortaya ¢ikardi. NOTW gazetecilerinin, Irak’ta,

2 Nick Davies & Amelia Hill, “Missing Milly Dowler’s voicemail was hacked by News of the World,”
Guardian, 4 Temmuz 2011, http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2011/jul/04/milly-dowler-voicemail-
hacked-news-of-world (erisim tarihi 2 Aralik 2011).

3 Davies ve Hill'in makalesi Dowler ailesinin avukatinin telefon dinleme skandali ortaya ¢ikinca
yagadiklarini sdyle aktariyor: “Béyle bir trajedinin tistiine News of the World iin insanliktan bu kadar
yoksun oldugunu gérmek aci vericiydi. Polis sorusturmasin: tehlikeye atacak ve aileye sahte umut
verecek kadar igrenc bir sekilde hareket edebilmeleri gercekten agagilik bir durum.” a.g.y.
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Afganistan'da ve Londra'daki terér saldirilarinda dldiiriilen Ingiliz askerle-
rinin ailelerine ait cep telefonu ve sesli mesaj sistemlerinin gifrelerini kirdi-
ginin belirlenmesi ortalig: karigtirdi. Murdoch medya imparatorlugundaki
isimler bir bir tutuklanirken duyulan 6fke giinden giine biytidi ve Murdoch-
gate 2011 yilinin sonlarina dogru genis kapsaml sonuglariyla medyanin ya-
kindan takip ettigi bir olay haline geldi.

En son boliimii Murdochgate skandalinin patlak verdigi sirada sinemalarda gos-
terime giren Harry Potter filmlerinde, Daily Prophet gazetesi Murdoch’un boyal
gazetelerinin bir hicvi gibidir. Murdoch da Harry Potter'in yok etmek istedigi
seytani bir figtir olan Voldemort’a benzetilebilir. Rupert Murdoch’un medya im-
paratorlugu, Ingilizce konusan tilkelerde sag goriisiin 6nemli bir kaynagi olmus-
tur. News International (Ingiltere) ve News Corps (ABD) gibi farkli isimler altinda
Murdoch’un kiiresel medya imparatorlugunun dinya capindaki pazar degeri
yaklagik 46 milyar dolardir. Bu imparatorlukta 175 gazete, Harper Collins Ya-
yincilik, 20th Century Fox ve diger film stiidyolari, Cin, italya ve Avustralya'da
daha bagka yerlerde baslica kablo kanallar1 ve dagitim sistemleri de dahil olmak
tzere televizyon yatirimlari yer almaktadir.*

Murdoch, kablolu-uydu televizyon imparatorluklari, kiiresel haber ve bilgi
holdingleri yaratmak amaciyla yeni teknolojileri kullanarak kiiresel medya
sirketleri kuruyordu. Sadece Ingiltere’de Murdoch medya grubu The Times
ve The Sunday Times déhil olmak tizere bircok 6nde gelen gazete, yiiksek ti-
rajli NOTW ve The Sun, Sky TV ve BSkyB'nin ¢ogunluk hissesinin denetimi,
sirket birlesimi sayesinde Ingiltere'nin en biiyiik iki kablolu-uydu [televiz-
yon] sirketinin imtiyaz hakkina sahipti. Telefon dinleme skandali patlak
verdiginde Murdoch, Ingiltere’deki kablolu televizyon yayin sistemini/
platformunu daha etkili bicimde kontrol edebilmek amaciyla kablolu ya-
yin sistemi/platformu BSkyB sirketinin ¢ogunluk hisselerini satin almak
icin hukametten izin almaya ugrasiyordu. ABD’de New York Post ve 2007
yilinda gazete endistrisindeki ekonomik ¢6kiis baglamadan hemen 6nce
satin aldig1 ve bu aligveristen milyonlarca dolar zarar ettigi Wall Street Jo-
urnal dahil olmak tizere pek ¢ok gazete sahibi olan Murdoch, 20th Century
Fox film, Fox TV ve Fox News gibi dinyada en ¢ok izlenen, en karli ve gii¢-
li haber kanallarinin da sahibidir.

4 Murdoch’'un medya imparatorlugunun biiyiikliigii tizerine bkz. Michael Wolff, The Man who
owns the news. Inside the secret world of Rupert Murdoch, New York: Broadway Books, 2010.
Murdoch imparatorlugunun 1992’ye kadar olan yiikselisinin ayrintilari i¢in bkz. William Shawcross,
Murdoch. New York: Simon and Schuster, 1992. Murdoch skandalini giinii giintine takip etmek i¢in
Guardian'daki blogu okuyabilirsiniz: “Live blog”, http://www.guardian.co.uk/media/blog/2011/
aug/16/phone-hacking-scandal-live (16 Agustos 2011). Guardian gazetesi 2011 sonbahar ve kig
aylarina kadar haberleri ve bloglarla Murdoch skandaliyla ilgili ayrintili bilgi vermeyi stirdiirdi.
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Murdoch’un medya imparatorlugu, 1990’l1 yillardan giiniimuize kadar haber
ve bilginin sansasyonellesmesine, bulvar gazetesi formatinda sunulmasina
buiyiik oranda etkide bulunmustur. Sky ve Fox televizyon kanallar1 gosteris-
li sunumlarla sansasyonel haberleri 6n plana ¢ikards, insanlara ne disin-
mesi gerektigini biyitk puntolarla duyurdu, haber ve eglencenin etik ku-
rallarini ¢ignedi ve bitin bunlar: sagc: muhafazakar bir ¢erceveye oturttu.
Murdoch’un gazeteleri devasa mangetler, dedikodu haber ve skandallar, bol
bol miistehcen kadin resimleri iceriyordu. Béylece Murdoch hem haberleri-
ni agresif saga bir siyasal sosla stsliyor hem de gazeteciligi ucuzlastirarak
haber ve bilginin boyali basina déntigsmesine yol agiyordu.

Gergekten de Murdoch’'un medya imparatorlugunun, sirket skandallan yiizin-
den sorgulanmasi ironiktir, hatta bir sekilde sonun gelmesi duruma gayet uy-
gundur; ¢inki 1980’lerden bu yana bilgi ve haberin ucuzlatilmas, skandallag-
tirilmasi, zenginlerin, tnlilerin ve politikacilarin giinahlarina indirgenmesi ve
benzerlerinin sorumlusu Murdoch’un gazeteleri, kablo televizyon kanallar1 ve
Internet siteleridir. 1990’larm ortalarinda Murdoch medyast ABD'de O. J. Simp-
son davas ve Bill Clinton'mn seks skandali gibi tabloit hikayeleri haber ve gazeteci-
ligin merkezi haline getirmis, eglence diinyasinin kurallarini gazetecilige tasirken
bazi geleneksel standartlara ciddi zarar vermigti.® Fox News yayincilik agi, ABD'de
asir sagc1 Cumhuriyetci Parti'nin sesi oldu; Ingiltere'de ise asagida tartisacagimiz
gibi, Murdoch insanlarin politik hayatlarim baglatmak ya da bitirmek ve hatta
hitkiimeti se¢mek giiciine eristi. flerleyen sayfalarda, Murdoch skandalim, Mur-
doch medya sirketinin gazetecilik uygulamalarindaki etik sorunlari, sahip oldu-
gu gii¢ ve politikacilar1 yoldan ¢ikarma becerisinden dolay: demokrasi i¢in nasil
bir tehdit olugturdugu ele alinacaktir.

Gazetecilik Etigi ve Demokrasinin Yozlasmasi

Giincel bilgiye ya da ona ulasma becerisine
sahip olmayan bir yénetimin sonu, maska-
ralik ya da trajedi, hatta ikisi birdendir. Bilgi
her zaman cehaleti yonetecektir ve kendi ken-
dilerini yonetmek isteyen insanlarin bilginin
verecegi giicle donanmalar gerekir.

James Madison

Ingiltere, Amerika Birlesik Devletleri ve Fransa'daki Batili demokratik dev-
rimlerde basladig1 haliyle demokratik bir toplumsal diizen, gigcler ayriligi-

5 Bkz. Douglas Kellner, Media spectacle, London and New York: Routledge, 2003.
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n1 gerektirir. Boylece hi¢bir kurum ya da toplumsal gii¢, toplum ve siyaset
tzerinde hikimiyet kuramaz. Fransiz filozof Montesquieu, demokratik y6-
netimlerin, iktidari/guct, cesitli kurumlar arasinda dagitmas: gerektigini
belirtmisti. 1688 Ingiliz devriminin sonucunda da gerceklesen sey giicler
ayrimiydi. 1776 Amerikan devriminden sonra gelistirilen ABD Anayasasi,
politik sistemi Bagkanlik, Kongre ve Yarg: olarak ayirdi. Boylelikle 6nemli
siyasi kurumlar arasinda bir ayrim ve yetki dengesi olmasini sagladu.

Ancak demokrasi ayni zamanda siyasi eylemlere katilabilecek bilingli bir se¢-
men de gerektirir. Ger¢cek demokrasi, insanlarin egemenligi, yani insanlar
i¢in, insanlar aracihigiyla ve insanlarin hitktimetidir. Kendini yonetebilme-
si i¢in, 6zgur bir halk, yeterince bilgili ve kamusal tartigmalara, se¢imlere
ve siyasi faaliyete katilabilecek durumda olmalidir. Bu nedenle Amerikan,
Fransiz ve 18. ytizyihn diger demokratik devrimleri, basin 6zgiirlagini In-
san Haklar1 Beyannamesi ile garanti altina almisg, basinin herhangi bir siyasi
guctin hakimiyeti altina girmeden hiikGimeti elegtirebilmesinin, toplumu
ilgilendiren konularda tartigma ortami yaratip halkin siyasi islere katilma-
sinin énund agmigtir.

Sonug olarak, basinin ¢ifte demokratik islevi, agir1 giice kars: bir denetim
saglamak ve kamusal ¢ikarlarin s6z konusu oldugu 6nemli konularda insan-
lar1 bilgilendirmektir. Bu ytizden 6zgiir basin, demokratik bir toplumun de-
vamu i¢in fazlasiyla gereklidir. Demokrasi savunuculari tarafindan da sik sik
basin 6zgirliginin demokratik toplumlarin diger sosyal sistemlere olan
tistiinligiiniin belirgin 6zelliklerinden biri oldugu ifade edilir. Ozgiir basin
kavrami Amerika Birlesik Devletleri'nde 1934 tarihli Eyalet iletisim Kanu-
nu, bununla iligkili mevzuat ve mahkeme kararlar1 aracaligiyla bir takim
demokratik sorumluluklar yiklenmis olan radyo televizyon yayinciligini da
kapsamaktadir (Kellner, 1990). Yazili basin ve daha sonra radyo televizyon
yayincihiginin demokratik islevleri demokratik bir kamusal alan yaratabil-
mek i¢in kamusal 6neme sahip konularda bilgi, fikir ve tartigma saglamak
olarak belirlenmistir. Yayin dalgalari kamusal alan kabul edildigi i¢in radyo
ve televizyonculuk da kamu hizmeti olarak tasarlanmig ve demokratik so-
rumluluklarini yerine getirmesini saglamak i¢cin hikmet tarafindan yapila-
cak diizenlemelere tabi hale getirilmigtir.°

1980’li yillarda ABD’de Reagan ve Ingiltere’de Thatcher hitkiimeti donemin-
de bu duzenleyici aygitlar iglevsiz hale getirildi ve televizyon dahil olmak
tizere, baglica basin yayn kurumlarini dev sirketler satin aldi. ABD, Ingiltere
ve bagka bir¢ok yerdeki muhafazakar politikalarin sonucunda, medya im-

6 Bkz Douglas Kellner, Television and the crisis of democracy, Boulder, Col: Westview, 1990, 2. ve 3. béliimler.
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paratorluklarini kendi ¢ikarlar1 ve giindemleri dogrultusunda kullanan bir
grup azinligin eline muazzam bir gi¢ ge¢mis oldu.” Murdoch imparatorlugu
gibi medya kuruluglari, gii¢li iletisim ve bilgi araglarini, kendi sirketlerinin,
destekledikleri politikacilar ve politikalarinin ¢ikarlar: dogrultusunda kul-
lanirlarsa medya, sosyo-politik yarar ve 6nem tagiyan sorunlar: tartigmak
ve hikkiimet ve kurumlarin agir1 gii¢ kullanimini, siipheli hitkiimet politika-
larin1 ve kurumsal eylemlerini denetlemek gibi hizmetleri yerine getirecek
demokratik iglevini kaybeder.

Bu yazida, Murdoch medya holdinglerinin elinde tuttugu korkun¢ medya
glicintn, demokrasiyi ve gazetecilik etigini ¢okerttigini ve Murdoch med-
ya imparatorlugunun etkili oldugu ilkelerde bir demokrasi krizi yaratti-
gin1 savunacagim. Asagidaki analizde Murdoch medya imparatorlugu-
nun demokratik toplumlar1 nasil bozdugunu anlatacagim. Odak noktam,
Murdoch’un holdinglerinin haber elde etmek icin bilgisayar sifrelerini ki-
rip telefonlar: dinledigi, polis ve diger resmi kaynaklardan hikiye satin
aldig1 ve muazzam medya giict sayesinde siyasi partileri ve hitkiimetleri
kontrol ettigi Ingiltere olacak.

Murdoch Medya imparatorlugunun Skandallari

Basin, ozgiirliigii daha iyi savunmak igin var kilind,

Ve dgretmek, ahlak ve hikmet dagitmak igindi,

Saptirldi yolundan, agilandi, kaybetti onurlu yapisini,

Oluverdi ahmaklar giitmek i¢in diizenbazlarin oyuncagu.
Philadelphia Public Ledger, 1839.

Temmuz 2011'de Ingiltere’de Murdoch basimiyla ilgili telefon mesajlarini din-
leme skandalinin agiga ¢ikmasiyla birlikte Murdoch’un tabloit gazetesi News
of the Worldun polise riigvet vererek yasadisi kaynaklardan haber satin aldi-

7 1980l yillarda medya tizerindeki denetimin hafifletilmesinin demokrasinin altini nasil oydugu ve medyay1
mega sirketlere ve muhafazakar siyasete boyun eger hile getirdigi tizerine ayrintili okuma i¢in bkz. Ben
Bagdikian, Media monopoly, 3rd. Boston: Beacon Press, 1990; Herbert Schiller, Culture, Inc, New York:
Oxford University Press, 1990. Television and the crisis of democracy'de (Kellner, 1990), televizyonun Reagan
yo6netiminin giindemini ne sekilde destekledigini, 1988 secimlerinde George H. W. Bush’'un tarafinda
yer aldigini ve Bagkanligimin ilk yillarinda genelde Baba Bush’u destekleyici tavir takindigini ve ABD'de
ana akim medyay1 elinde tutan medya sirketlerinin kurumsal ¢ikarlara éncelik veren muhafazakar
Cumbhuriyetci yénetimlere yakin durduklarin belgeledim. Bu cahismanin gosterdigi gibi, ingiltere’deki
medya ve demokrasi krizinin kaynagi, Murdoch medya imparatorlugunun asir1 gii¢ ve siyasi etki sahibi
olmast ve Ingiliz demokrasisini yoldan ¢ikarmasidir. Giiniimiiz ABD medyasinda sirket yapis1, patronluk
diizeni ve bu durumun demokrasi tizerindeki etkisi tizerine bkz. Robert W. McChesney, The political
economy of media: Enduring issues, emerging dilemmas. New York: Monthly Review Press, 2008; Robert W.
McChesney ve John Nichols, The death and life of American journalism: The media revolution that will begin the
world again. Washington, D.C.: Nation Books, 2010.
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&1 ve benzer eski iddialar tekrar basinda yer buldu. Eski NOTW editérit Andy
Coulson’un David Cameron ve iktidardaki Muhafazakar Parti tarafindan 2010
genel secimleri sirasinda medya iletisim birimini ytriitmesi i¢in gérevlendiril-
digi ortaya ¢ikinca Ingiliz hitkimeti de skandala karigmis oldu. Genel secimleri
Muhafazakarlarin kazanmasiyla Murdoch’un tilkisi Ingiliz Hikiimetinin i¢ine
girmis oldu. Coulson’un telefon dinleme skandalinda parmag: oldugu énceden
de iddia ediliyordu ve Temmuz ayinda bu sugu ve diger yasadis1 faaliyetleri yi-
ziinden tutuklandiginda Cameron’'un Muhafazakar Parti hikiimeti Murdoch
cetesiyle olan iligkileri yiiziinden sikintili gtinler gecirdi.

Bu arada, Murdoch telefon dinleme skandali ortaya sacilmis ve dikkatler
Rupert Murdoch ve News Corporation Yonetim Kurulu ve Icra Kurulu Bas-
kani olan oglu James ve simdiki NOTW editori ve bugiine kadar buyiik bir
Ingiliz gazetesinin editorliigiinii iistlenmis en gen¢ kadin olan kizil sach
Rebekah Brooks’a yoneldi. Goriintuste zarari en aza indirme ¢abasiyla ogul
James Murdoch, 168 yilik NOTW tabloit gazetesinin kapatilacagini agik-
lads, ¢unkii reklam verenler kitleler halinde gazeteyi terk ediyor ve kargasa
buytiyordu. Yukarida da belirtildigi gibi, o donemde Murdoch medya maf-
yasinin BSkyB kablolu/uydu sistemi tizerinde tam kontrol elde etmek i¢in
yaptigi basvuru Ingiliz hitktimeti tarafindan degerlendiriliyordu. Is¢i Partisi,
Murdoch sirket skandallarinin géz 6ntinde bulundurulmas: ve bu konunun
parlamentoda tartigilmas: konusunda israr ediyordu.

Rupert Murdoch hem is hem seyahat amach gittigi Idaho, Sun Valley’den
Londra’ya gecti ve kendini Murdoch basininin uzun siiredir yonettigi tarzda
bir medya sirkinin tam ortasinda buldu. Baglangicta tim Ingiliz basininin
istifa etmesini istedigi NOTW edit6rii Brooks'u korumak i¢in geri déndugu-
ni soylese de kisa bir siire sonra oglu James ve Rebekah Brooks ile birlikte,
Ingiliz Parlamentosu’'nda ifade vermeye cagrildi. Bir siire tereddiit ettikten
sonra gorusmeye katildilar. Skandallar her giin bagka bir boyut kazanirken
basta Brooks olmak tizere 6nemli NOTW ¢alisanlar1 adli sorusturma sonu-
cunda tutuklandi ve su¢lu bulundu.

Polisin yolsuzluklari ve Murdoch imparatorluguyla kurdugu fazla yakin
iligkilerin ortaya ¢ikmasiyla suglamalar katlanarak buytudid. Londra Em-
niyet Mudura (diger adiyla Scotland Yard) Paul Stephenson, 2007 yilinda
Murdoch’un bazi ¢aliganlarinin mahkdmiyetinin ardindan Murdoch medya
imparatorlugunun telefon dinleme ve diger yasa dis1 uygulamalarinin tize-
rine yeterince gitmedigi su¢lamalar1 ytziinden istifa etmek zorunda kaldu.
Stephenson’in liderliginde, Andy Coulson’un en yakin yardimcalarindan biri
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olan NOTWdan Neil Wallis’in, polisin halkla iligkiler danigman olarak ige
alinmasi Stephenson’un kararlarini da giipheli hale getirdi. Stephenson is-
tifasini bir bagka yiiksek riitbeli Scotland Yard polisi olan terdrle miicadele
sefi John Yates’inki izledi. Yates Wallis’le caligmig ve yakin iligkiler kurmus,
Wallis’in kizina polis olarak ig bulabilmesi i¢in referans olmustu.

Murdoch'un sirketinin, Ingiliz medyasini, siyasi sistemi ve énceki yasa-
dig1 uygulamalarini sorgulamayan ve takip etmeyen polis ve hukuk siste-
mini ¢okerttigi ortadaydi. Murdoch’un medyasi, haber elde etmek i¢in en
acimasiz yontemleri kullaniyor, hem politikacilar1 hem polisi yozlastiriyor,
Ingiltere’nin politik sistemini istedikleri gibi yénetiyordu. Murdoch 1980’li
yillarda Margaret Thatcher ve Muhafazakarlar1 desteklemis, Thatcher’'in ha-
lefi John Major'dan hazzetmedigi icin sonraki secimlerde destegini {s¢i Par-
tisi aday1 Tony Blair’e vermisti. Blair hevesle Murdoch’un ¢ikarlar: dogrultu-
sunda ¢aligt1 ve Murdoch ailesi ile siki fiki oldu. S6ylenenlere gore Murdoch,
Blair’in halefi Gordon Brown’i sevmesine ragmen, Murdoch’un esi Wendji,
oglu James ve diger 6nemli News Corporation yoneticileri Murdoch'un ga-
zetelerinin de destekledigi ve 2010 Genel Seciminde Brown ve Isci Partisini
geride birakan David Cameron’u tercih etti.?

The Time of the Spectacle (Gosteri Zamani) adli yayima hazirlanan kitabimda
anlattigim gibi Ingiltere, Murdoch medya skandali ve 2011 yili ayaklanma-
lariyla birlikte bir megruiyet krizine siirtiiklendi. 1960l yillarda, Vietnam
savagt doneminde Amerika Birlesik Devletlerinin de bir megruiyet krizine
girdigi 6ne suriilebilir. Bu donemde savas kargit1 protestocular, gettolar ve
yoksul mahallelerdeki ayaklanmalarla basa ¢ikmak icin polis baski ve zor
kullanmg, zengin ve yoksul arasindaki ugurum daha da artmig, Nixon yone-
timinin skandallar1 ve Watergate olay1 sonucunda Richard Nixon istifa et-
mek zorunda kalmigt1.” Cameron hikiimetinin Murdoch medya imparator-
lugu ile kurdugu iligki ile lekelenmesi, sosyal programlar, egitim ve genglere

8 Bkz. Wolff, The man who owns the news, a.g.y. Wolff, Cameron hitkmetine verecegi destek
karsihiginda, Cameron’un Murdoch’un késtebegi Andy Coulson’u Muhafazakér Parti'nin medya
danigmani olarak ise alinmasi yéniinde bir anlagma yapilmis olabilecegini 6ne siirmektedir. Cameron,
boylece hitktimetin iginde Murdoch Imparatorluguna muazzam bir gii¢ verdi, ancak Coulson’un
NOTW telefon dinleme skandallarinda en kilit adam oldugunun ortaya ¢ikmas: Cameron ve
Mubhafazakarlar i¢in utang verici oldu.

9 “Mesruiyet krizi” kavrami, ayn1 adli kitabinda Jurgen Habermas tarafindan ortaya atilmigtir (Boston:
Beacon Press, 1975). Jurgen Habermas kitabinda “mesruiyet krizleri”, “rasyonalite krizleri” ve
“ekonomik krizler” arasinda soyut diizeyde bir ayrima gitmistir. Habermas’mn analizlerini yaptig
dénem olan 1960 ve 1970’lerdeki ABD toplumunun ve giniimiiz Ingiliz toplumunun analiz

edilmesiyle “mesruiyet krizi” kavraminin gayet somutlagacagini distiniiyorum.
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yonelik programlar: kaldirmasi, orta sinif ve caligan sinifin zararina ama
zenginlerin yararina olacak bazi biit¢e kesintilerine gitmesi, Afganistan ve
Libya'daki pahali savaglara bolca para harcamasi, yani tam sagc1 bir giindemi
gerceklestirmesi sonucunda Ingiliz hitktimetinin de tam anlamiyla mesrui-
yet krizinde oldugu 6ne suriilebilir.

19 Temmuz'da gerceklesen ve televizyondan yaymlanan parlamento toplan-
tisnda Murdoch, oglu James ve Rebekah Brooks Ingiliz parlamento komitesi
tarafindan sorguya cekilirken olay en tst diizeyde kiiresel bir medya gésterisine
dénistii. Murdoch kendini hayatinda hi¢ bu kadar boynu biikik hissetmedigi-
ni soylese de, sirketinin sug¢lardan dolay1 sorumluluk almay: reddetti. Verdigi
cevaplar, ilerleyen yasindan ve kétilesen saghgindan otiiri sarsak¢a ve cogu
zaman anlamsizdi, ama yine de hicbir sorumluluk almay: kabul etmedi, aksine
oldukga kavgac bir tavir sergiledi. Oglu James bazen sorulara cevap vermeye
caligir gibi yapip séze miidahale etti, uzun, teknik ve bazen (daha sonra siiphe
uyandiracak sekilde) kacamak cevaplar verdi. ifade vermesinin bitmesine yakin
bir Ingiliz eylemci ve komedyen, Murdoch’a tiras kopiigiinden yapilma pastay:
atmak istedi ama Murdoch’un esi Wendji, hizhi davranarak pasta atacak kisinin
onuni kesti ve tiras kopugiyle dolu tabag: komedyenin yiiziine yapistirarak
muhtemelen YouTube’un unutulmazlar arasina girdi.

Ingiliz parlamento sorusturmasin ardindan Murdoch sirketinin tyeleri, bir
zamanlar imparatorlugun varisi olarak goriilen ve sonbaharda parlamento
toplandiginda tekrar ifade vermeye ¢agrilacak olan James Murdoch’un ver-
digi baz1 cevaplar1 kamuoyu nezdinde sorguladi.’® James Murdoch, 6zellik-
le NOTW tarafindan telefonu dinlenmis, bu ytzden tazminat davas: a¢gmig
onemli bir sporcuyla mahkeme diginda anlasarak milyon dolarlik 6deme-
ye yetki vermekten dolay ates altindayd ¢ctinkii bir Ingiliz parlamenter bu
6demenin bir riigvet ve sus pay: oldugunu iddia ediyordu. Murdoch ayrica,
News Corps i¢in ¢aligan bir hukuk firmasi olan Harbottle ve Lewis’in sun-
dugu dava 6zetinin ayrintilarini bilmedigini belirtmisti. Murdoch’a gore
News Corporation'un karigtig: telefon dinleme tek bir muhabirin isiydi,
oysa diger yoneticiler, telefon dinleme dosyasinin ayrintilarindan ve sir-
ketteki sifre kirma sorunlariyla ilgili dolagan e-maillerden, ogul Murdoch’'in
haberdar oldugunu itiraf etmisti. Dahasi, hukuk firmasi Harbottle ve Lewis,

10 James Murdoch gercekten de tanik olarak tekrar dinlenecek. Bkz Amelia Hill, “Phone hacking:
James Murdoch faces second grilling by MPs.” Guardian, 6 Eyliil 2011, http://www.guardian.co.uk/
media/2011/sep/06/phone-hacking-james-murdoch-parliament (Erigim tarihi 20 Eylal 2011).
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Murdoch’un sirket i¢in yaptiklar: igi yanhs yansittigini iddia ediyordu.™*

Bu arada FBI ve Adalet Bakanligi, Murdoch’un medya sirketinin Amerika Birle-
sik Devletlerindeki olas1 yasadis1 faaliyetleri icin sorusturma agacagini duyur-
du. 11 Eylul kurbanlarinin ailelerinin telefonlarinin dinlendigine ve Murdoch
sirketlerinin pis islere bulagtigina dair séylentiler her yerde konusuluyordu.
Nitekim 2011 Agustos'unda Murdoch ¢alisanlarinin bilgisayar korsanhg: da
yaptig1 ve hatta fotograf cekebilen ve telefon frekanslarina girebilen insansiz
hava aracina sahip oldugu, muhtemelen ABD navigasyon yasalarin ihlal etti-
gine yonelik raporlar yayinlandi (bu son iddia Keith Olbermann’in 3 Agustos
2011 tarihli Countdown televizyon programinda tartigilmigtir).

Ingiltere hitkiimeti, Murdoch medya imparatorlugu ve diger medya kuru-
luglarinin benzer sug taktikleri kullanma olasiligini arastirmak icin bir so-
rusturma komisyonu kuracagini séyledi. ABD Kongresi, Murdoch’'un ABD
baglantilarinin benzer suglara karigip karigmadiginin ve herhangi bir yasay1
ihlal edip etmediginin sorusturulmasini istedi. Murdoch’un medya impara-
torlugu ABD kokenli oldugu i¢in Murdoch ABD vatandaghig elde etmisti.
Bu durum Murdoch sirketlerinin, ABD Yabancilar Yolsuzluk Uygulamalar
Kanunu’na gore sorusturulmasinin éntni agiyordu.

1 Agustos’ta [2011], Londra polisi, cep telefonu dinlemek ve polis memur-
larina rugvet vermek tizere komplo kurmak stiphesiyle NOTW eski yonetici
editora Stuart Kuttner’r tutukladi. Kuttner, Murdoch’un skandal cerceve-
sinde tutuklanan on birinci adamiydi. Polis sorugturmasi sirdagi ve iglerini
kaybetmek istemedikleri i¢in isimlerinin sakli tutulmasini isteyen pek ¢ok
simdiki ve eski sirket calisaninin iddialarina gére, Kuttner yonetici editorli-
gu gorevinden emekliye ayrilmadan iki yil 6nce, yapilan harcamalara bizzat
yetki vermisti (Sayin Kuttner bu konuda yorum yapmas: yoniindeki istekle-
rimizi yanitsiz birakt1.).

Sirketin i¢ denetimi konusunda bilgi sahibi bir kisi, Kuttner'in yam sira
haber editorleri tarafindan onaylanmis diizenli nakit akiginin, haber biiro-
sunun “Vahsi Bat1” atmosferine katkida bulundugu yorumunu yapti. Eski
gazeteciye gore para, yapilan harcamalarin avansi ve haber kaynaklarina

11 Murdoch sirketinin eski ¢calisanlarinin James Murdoch’un parlamentodaki ilk ifadesinde inkar
ettigini iddia ettigi suclar ve Harbottle ve Lewis hukuk sirketinin baba ve ogul Murdoch’un
ifadesinde stipheli buldugu konular, 10-16 Agustos tarihlerinde Guardian Gazetesinde kapsaml
olarak tartisilmig, 16 Agustos 2011’de BBC'de Sarah Lyall, Ravi Somaiya ve Alan Cowell tarafindan
“Top Tabloid Editors Endorsed Hacking, Letter Says” programinda ve New York Times Gazetesinde
ozetlenmigtir. Bkz. http://www.nytimes.com/2011/08/17/world/europe/17hacking html?_r=1
(erisim tarihi 17 Agustos 2011).
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6denecek rigvet igin kullaniliyordu. $irketin nakit kayitlarinda inceleme
yapan kigilere gore News of the World'den polis memurlarina yapilan 6deme

200.000 dolardan fazlaydi.*

Murdoch’un medya kuruluslarinin tiyeleri hakkinda, bilgi elde etmek i¢in poli-
se rugvet vermek, bilgisayar ve cep telefonlarini dinlemek, hitkiimet ve polisle
birlikte yolsuzluga karismak gibi zorlu davalar a¢ildi. Murdochgate ile 2011’in
sonbahar ve kig aylarinda Murdoch medya imparatorlugu icerisindeki siste-
matik suglar ortaya ¢iktikca, bu medya gosterisinin, tam da medya gosterisini
yaratan bag aktoérlerden birisi i¢cin beklenmedik sonuglar yarattigini gérmuis
olduk. Murdoch sirketleri i¢indeki bireyler, James Murdoch’'un parlamento-
daki ifadesinin dogrulugunu sorguluyordu. 16 Agustos 2011’de, hapse giren
tek NOTW mubhabiri Clive Goodman, telefon dinlemenin sirkette yaygin oldu-
gunu, Andy Coulson béyle bir yasadisi faaliyetin agik¢a konusulmasinin tehli-
kelerine dikkat ¢ekene kadar bu konunun editéryal toplantilarda sik sik giin-
deme geldigini iddia eden bir mektup yayimladi. Bu mektup, medyada yeni bir
kargasa yaratti ve yeni bir parlamento gériismesine gerek oldugu séylendi.”
23 Agustos tarihinde, Coulson’un David Cameron i¢in Tory medya ekibinin
bir parcasi olarak caligmak tizere ayrilmasina karsin Murdoch’un sirketinden
biiyiik 6demeler almaya devam ettiginin ortaya ¢tkmas, Ingiliz hitkimetinin
skandallarina bir yenisini ekledi.™

Ingiltere’deki Murdoch medya holdinglerinden News International'n iki
onemli ismi, James Murdoch’in sirkette yaygin olan telefon dinleme uygu-
lamasindan habersiz oldugu yontindeki ifadesine itiraz edince, ogul Mur-
doch 10 Kasim 2011 tarihinde yeniden Ingiliz parlamento komisyonunun
oniinde ifadeye cagrildi. Murdoch, aile sirketi icerisindeki sug faaliyetiyle
ilgili herhangi bir sey bilmedigini tekrar etti. Ancak Ingiliz milletvekili Tom

12 Bkz. Jo Becker ve Ravi Somaiya, “Latest Arrest Highlights a Tabloid’s Cash Payments,” New York
Times, 3 Agustos, 2011, http://www.nytimes.com/2011/08/03/world/europe/03hacking.html?_
r=1&pagewanted=print (erigim tarihi 17 Agustos 2011).

13 Bkz. Sarah Lyall, “Letter Counters Hacking Avowals From News Corp.,” New York Times, 17 Agustos
2011, http://www.nytimes.com/2011/08/17/world/europe/17hacking. html?partner=rss&emc=rss&
pagewanted=print (erigim tarihi 17Agustos 2011).

14 Bkz. Dan Sabbagh, “Andy Coulson’s payout: A problem for the Tories? News International’s severance
payments to the former communications director raises several questions”, Guardian, 23 Agustos
2011, http://www.guardian.co.uk/media/2011/aug/23/andy-coulson-payments-news-international
(erigim tarihi 25 Agustos 2011). Skandal patlak verdiginde istifa etmek zorunda birakilan, tutuklanan
ve parlamentoda ifade vermeye cagirilan NOTW editérii Rebekah Brooks’a 1.7 milyon poundluk
tazminat 6dendigi ortaya ¢ikti. Daniel Boffey, “Murdoch gave loyal lieutenant Rebekah Brooks £1.7m
pay-off, car and office. News International chairman may face questions in Commons over generous
severance deal despite phone-hacking scandal,” Guardian, 5 Kasim 2011, http://www.guardian.co.uk/
media/2011/nov/05/murdoch-phone-hacking-rebekah-brooks (erisim tarihi 22 Kasim 2011).
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Watson, James Murdoch ve ekibinin, “birbirine bir sirla bagh” olduklarini
soyledi; Murdoch i¢in “bir su¢ érgitinin baginda oldugunu bilmeyen ta-
rihteki ilk mafya patronu” tanimini kullandi. Murdoch ise bu yoruma “Bay
Watson, bu yakisiksiz bir benzetme.” diye kargilik verdi.

Leveson Komisyonunun, tabloit medyanin tacizini anlatan ve telefonlarinin
dinlenmesine duyduklar: 6fkeyi ifade eden film yildizi Hugh Grant ve Steve
Coogan’la goruigmeleri siirerken, spor diinyasinin isimleri ve bagka tinliler
de benzer deneyimlerini paylagti. Bunu izleyen haftalarda, diger telefon
dinleme kurbanlarini da temsil eden Dowler’in avukat: Mark Lewis, ken-
di telefon mesajlarinin da kirildigini sagkinlik icinde 6grendigini ifade etti.
Bagka gazeteciler, tinltler de benzer ifadeler verdiler ve t¢ yagindaki kizlar
Portekiz gezisi sirasinda ortadan kaybolan, siradan bir aile olan McCann’ler
de bu siirecte bulvar gazetelerinin kendilerine nasil iskence ¢ektirdigini an-
latt1. Aktris Sienna Miller, 6zel hayatinin gizli ayrintilar: sansayonel medya-
da yayimlandiginda caninin ne kadar sikildigini ve yakin arkadaglarini bilgi
sizdirmakla sugladigini ama daha sonra Murdoch ve diger tabloit medyanin
dizenli olarak telefonlarini dinledigini 6grendigini anlatti. Harry Potter'in
yazar1 J. K. Rowling yillardir 6zel hayatini kurcalayan tabloit medyanin ta-
cizinden sikayetci olurken, bazi gazetelerin, mulakat taleplerini kizinin sirt
cantasina bir kagit koyarak iletecek kadar ileri gittiklerini anlatti. Formula
1 patronu Max Mosley, McCann ailesi, Hugh Grant ve digerleri boyali basin-
da kendileri hakkinda yalan haberler okumanin ve hikayenin geri ¢ekilmesi
konusunda hi¢bir sey yapamamanin ya da medya diizenleyici kurumu Basin
Sikayet Komisyonunun (PCC) sikayetlerine tepkisiz kalmasinin sikintisini
anlatti. Leveson Komisyonu, ilerleyen haftalarda oturumlarin devam edece-
gini duyurdu. Bu da demektir ki 6ntimiizdeki giinlerde daha pek ¢ok sarsic1
ifsaat ortaya cikacak.
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On Sonuclar, Toparlayici Yorumlar

“Beyefendi, gazeteleriniz yirmi yil boyun-

ca halkimizin duygularimn yozlasmasina
sebep olmustur. Gazetelerinizin sinsi gozlere
sunduklari sey asagilik, alkis tuttuklar: sey
kindarliktir. Bu tilkeye digaridan gelecek diis-
manliktan daha fazla zarar verdiniz.”

Martin Boyd, Lucinda Brayford.”

Kasim 2011 itibariyla Murdoch medya imparatorlugunun telefon dinleme
skandalinin kurban sayis1 5.800’%e ulagmis, polis, bunlardan 638’iyle ileti-
sime ge¢migtir.'® Bu rakamlar Londra Emniyet Midurlagi'nin Ocak 2011
tarihinden beri 45 tam zamanli dedektifin ¢aligtig: telefon dinleme sorug-
turmasinin daha baglangic agamasinda oldugunu ve 6niimizdeki aylar,
belki de yillar boyunca sorusturmanin devam edecegini gostermektedir. Bu
sorusturma, Murdoch medya imparatorlugunun ve ingiltere basininin diger
tyelerinin etik dig1 davraniglariyla ilgili durugsmalar diizenleyen Levenson
komisyonu ile de desteklenmektedir. Murdoch medya skandalina ve In-
giliz basininin gazetecilik etik ihlallerine déniik sorusturmalar, benim bu
aragtirmayi sonlandirdigim Aralik 2011 tarihinde yeni yeni sonug vermeye
baslamis olsa da Murdoch medya imparatorlugunun yol a¢tig1 skandallarin
demokrasi, etik ve gazeteciligi nasil bir bunalima soktuguna iligkin 6n so-
nuglara varmak miimkiin gorinmektedir.

Murdoch medya imparatorlugunun resmi ve sivil vatandaglarin telefonlari-
ni1dinlemesi, haber yaratabilmek i¢in polis ve diger yetkililere riigvet verme-
si, Ingiliz vatandaslariyla ilgili yalan haberler uydurmasi gercekten inanil-
maz olaylar... Murdoch medya imparatorlugunun tarihin en ahlaksiz medya
kuruluslarindan biri oldugu apagik ortadadir ve gazetecilik etigini nasil ihlal
ettigi su anda sorusturulmaktadir. Ama medyay: dizenlemek ve medya ta-
rafindan kotii muamele géren vatandaglarin sikayetlerine cevap vermek-
le yuktmla Basin $ikayet Komisyonu'nun basarisizligi sunu gostermisgtir:

15 Avustralya'da Geelong Grammar okulunda Murdoch’un miidiiri olmus ve Oxford Universitesi'ne
girmesine yardim etmis olan Sér unvanh James Darling’ten 1991 yilinda Rupert Murdoch ve
gazetecilik tizerine yorum yapmast istendiginde, Lucinda Brayford adli romandan alint1 yaparak
olumsuz duygularimi yansitmigtir. Bu alintiy1 ben de sonuglar bélimiiniin éntinde kullanmak istedim.
Darling’in yaptig1 alint1, Shawcross, Murdoch, a.g.y. s. 58'de ge¢mektedir.

16 Lisa O’Carroll, “Phone hacking: police have told fewer than one in eight potential victims.” 5,800 olas1
kurbanin sadece 638’ine ulagilmig olmasi, sorugturmanin daha bir hayli stirecegini gostermektedir.
Guardian, 9 Kasim 2011, http://www.guardian.co.uk/media/2011/nov/09/phone-hacking-police-
potential-victims (erisim tarihi 3 Aralik 2011)
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Ingiltere’de ve Murdoch medyasinin kontrolden ¢iktig1 diger iilkelerde halk:
medya istismarindan korumak i¢in denetleyici kurumlari daha etkin kilmak
ve daha siki bir mevzuat olusturmak gereklidir.

Murdoch’un belki de en zehirli mirasi, medyanin adilegtirilmesi ve skandal
haberciligine déniistiirilmesidir. Buifade Murdoch’un 6gretmeninin gazete-
ci Murdoch hakkindaki duygularini anlatan ve bu bélumun baginda da alinti
olarak verilen sozlerde tam anlamini bulur. 1950’li yillarda Avustralya’da bir
gazete yayincisi olarak ise baslamasindan, Ingiltere, ABD ve diinya capinda
gazete, yayin kuruluglar1 ve yeni medya turleri sahibi olmasina kadar ge-
¢cen siirecte Murdoch, her zaman sansasyonel bulvar gazeteciligi yapts; ku-
rulu ve yerlesik gazetecilik standartlarini, etik kurallarini ve geleneklerini
yikt1. Elbette Murdoch medya imparatorlugunun, gazeteciligin haber elde
etme standartlarini ¢okertmesi, Murdoch ailesinin ve ¢aliganlarinin ciddi
cezai sorusturmalara ugramasina neden olmustur. Mahkemeler ve kamuo-
yu eninde sonunda Murdoch’un gazetecilik uygulamalarinin en ciddi sekilde
elestirisini yapacaktir.

Bunlara ek olarak, belki de en kayg verici olan, Murdoch medya imparator-
lugunun elindeki agir1 siyasi gtictiir. Bu asir1 giig, Ingiltere ve Murdoch’un
siyaseti yonlendirdigi dinyanin diger yerlerinde demokrasi krizini yogun-
lagtirmigtir. Yazimin basinda saglam bir demokrasinin, hitkimet ve medya
arasindaki gugcler ayrihig: ilkesine dayandigini belirtmistim. Pek ¢ok ulkede
medya uzerindeki agir1 devlet kontrolit demokrasiyi zayiflatmakta ya da
imkansiz kilmaktadir. ABD’de de sirket medyasi her zaman Cumhuriyetgiler
gibi sirket ¢ikarlarini koruyacak muhafazakar siyasi partilerin lehine taraf
tutmusg, bu durum ABD’de demokrasiyi zayiflatmigtir.’” Rupert Murdoch
medya imparatorlugu, medyanin cesitli turlerinde asir1 giici elinde tutma-
nin gazeteciligi ve hukametleri nasil yozlagtirdigina ve demokrasi krizleri-
ne neden olduguna sadece bir 6rnektir. Murdoch medya imparatorlugunun
skandallarina yonelik sorusturmalar, sirketin baz: tlkelerdeki ve genel ola-
rak diinya ¢apindaki gicini siirlayabilir. Ingiltere ve Murdoch’un etkin
oldugu baz tlkelerdeki demokrasinin gelecegi, Murdoch medya skandallar:
sorusturmalarinin nasil ilerleyecegine bagl olabilir. Bu nedenle, Murdoch
medyasinin suglarina ve yasadis: gazetecilik uygulamalarina déntk sorug-
turmalar, giinimiiz medyas: ve demokrasinin gelecegi i¢cin ¢ok énemli so-
nuclar doguracaktir.

17 Bkz. Kellner, Television and the crisis of democracy, a.g.y.
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